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*********** 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

RULE 131 DECLARATION 

1 . We, Anton Dietrich, Philip Lingle, and Jens-Peter Miiller are the inventors of the 
instant patent application, assigned U.S. Serial No. 10/800,012 filed February March 15, 2004. 
We have been working in the art of glass coatings and materials for years. 

2. We invented and reduced to practice examples of the instant invention in or prior to 
December of 2003, which is prior to the January 8, 2004 publication date of US 2004/0005467 to 
Neuman. 

3. For example and without limitation, prior to January 8, 2004 we made at least one heat 
treated coated article comprising a coating supported by a glass substrate, the coating 
comprising: a first layer comprising silicon nitride which is located on and directly contacts a 
surface of the glass substrate; a first layer comprising zinc oxide located over at least the first 
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layer comprising silicon nitride; a first infrared (IR) reflecting layer comprising silver located 
over and contacting the first layer comprising zinc oxide; a second layer comprising silicon 
nitride located over at least the first IR reflecting layer; a second layer comprising zinc oxide 
located over at least the second layer comprising silicon nitride; a second IR reflecting layer 
comprising silver located over and contacting the second layer comprising zinc oxide; a layer 
comprising an oxide of Ni and/or Cr located over and contacting the second IR reflecting layer; a 
layer comprising tin oxide located over at least the layer comprising an oxide of Ni and/or Cr; a 
layer comprising silicon nitride located over and contacting the layer comprising tin oxide, 
wherein the layer comprising tin oxide is significantly thicker than the layer comprising silicon 
nitride; and wherein the coated article following heat treatment, measured monolithically, has a 
sheet resistance of less or equal to 2.5 ohms/square, a haze value of less than or equal to 0.35, 
and a visible transmission of at least 80%. 

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a portion of our DOE#13 which was performed in or 
prior to December of 2003. Sample #62 (i.e., Dl 3-062) set forth in Exhibit 1 was made in 
November of 2003 and was a heat treated coated article comprising a coating supported by a 
glass substrate, the coating comprising: a first layer comprising silicon nitride which is located 
on and directly contacts a surface of the glass substrate; a first layer comprising zinc oxide 
located over at least the first layer comprising silicon nitride; a first infrared (IR) reflecting layer 
comprising silver located over and contacting the first layer comprising zinc oxide; a second 
layer comprising silicon nitride located over at least the first IR reflecting layer; a second layer 
comprising zinc oxide located over at least the second layer comprising silicon nitride; a second 
IR reflecting layer comprising silver located over and contacting the second layer comprising 
zinc oxide; a layer comprising an oxide of Ni and/or Cr located over and contacting the second 
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IR reflecting layer; a layer comprising tin oxide located over at least the layer comprising an 
oxide of Ni and/or Cr; a layer comprising silicon nitride located over and contacting the layer 
comprising tin oxide, wherein the layer comprising tin oxide is significantly thicker than the 
layer comprising silicon nitride; and wherein the coated article following heat treatment, 
measured monolithically, has a sheet resistance of less or equal to 2.5 ohms/square, a haze value 
of less than or equal to 0.35, and a visible transmission of at least 80%. 

5. Note the layer stack for sample #62 (i.e., Dl 3-062) on the first page of Ex. 1 which 
sets forth a stack: glass/SiN/ZnO/Ag/NiCrOx/SnO/ SiN/ZnO/Ag/NiCrOx/SnO/SiN/air. The 
first page of Ex. 1 also indicates that in sample #62 the top tin oxide layer had a thickness of 
29.36 nm and the top silicon nitride layer had a thickness of 12.00 nm, so that the top tin oxide 
layer was thicker than the top silicon nitride layer in sample #62. On page 4 of Ex. 1, in the 
central area of the page, the column TTRAN indicates that after heat treatment the coated article 
of #62 (i.e., D13C-062H-16) had a visible transmission of at least 80%. Additionally, pages 5-6 
of Ex. 1 show that after heat treatment the coated article of sample #62 has a visible transmission 
of at least 80%, a sheet resistance (RES) of less than 3.0, and a haze value (Haze) of less than or 
equal to 0.35. 

6. Ex. 2 attached hereto is a page from a memo dated November 28, 2003 showing that 
sample #62 used a thicker tin oxide layer under the top silicon nitride. 

7. We hereby declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States 
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Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 




Philip J. Lingle 



Jens-Peter Miiller 
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Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 



Anton Dietrich 




Jens-Peter Miiller 
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Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 



Anton Dietrich 



Philip J. Lingle 
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Subject: Mottling tests IRR Gen3 

Hi everibody, 

I just want to give you a brief resume about the special tests made on Wensday, time permitting. 
Test list : DOE13b 

#32 NiCr's at 1 8% Tr. ( Low oxidation ) 
#36 NiCr's at 1 8% Tr. ( High oxidation ) 
#41 NiCr's at 21 % Tr. ( more metal. ) 

#54 Switched off one Center Tin cath. & Increased Silicon u/c2 thick, to compensate. 

#58 Switched off one Center Tin cath. & added second Zn cathode for Zn u/c2 ( doubled Zn layer 

thick ) 

#62 Switched off one Si Top cath. & added second Sn cathode for Sn Top ( doubled Sn layer 
thick ) 

#68 Replaced Top Sn layer by using Zinc/oxide ( +- same thickness ) 

#73 Replaced total Center Sn by Silicon & Top Sn by Zinc/oxide ( no more Sn on IRR layer stack ) 




All those tests have been made in order to detect or improve thermal stability and mottling. 
Results 

First we have to know that the Transmission drop between 8 & 12 min was > 2.5 % on DOE1 1 & 
DOE13. 



Mottling tests IRR Gen3 



Pagel ^ , 28.11.2003 



